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opponents. The Star-chamber was abolished, but Its
powers of search and seizure were transferred to the Com-
pany of Stationers. Licensing was to go on as before, but
to "be exercised "by special commissioners, instead of by the
Archbishop and the Bishop of London. Only whereas, .               rt,

"before, contraband had consisted of Presbyterian books,                         li||

hence!orward it was Catholic and Anglican books which
would be suppressed.

Such was not Milton's idea of the liberty of thought
and speech in a free commonwealth. He had himself
written for the Presbyterians four unlicensed pamphlets.                        Iff

It was now open to him to write any number, and to get                        $h

them licensed, provided they were written on the same                        jff

side. This was not liberty, as he had learned it in his
classics, "ubi sentire quae velis, et quse sentias dicere
licet." Over and above this encroachment on the liberty
of the free citizen, it so happened that at this moment
Milton himself was concerned to ventilate an opinion
which was not Presbyterian, and had no chance of passing
a Presbyterian licenser. His Doctrine and Discipline of
Divorce was just ready for press when the ordinance of
1643 came into operation. He published it without                        a

licence and without printer's name, in defiance of the law,                        ||

and awaited the consequences. There were no conse-
quences. He repeated the offence in a second edition in
February, 1644, putting his name now (the first edition
had been anonymous), and dedicating it to the very Par-
liament whose ordinance he was setting at nought. This
time the Commons, stirred up by a petition from the
Company of Stationers, referred the matter to the com-
mittee of printing. It went no further. Either it was
deemed inexpedient to molest so sound a Parliamentarian
as Milton, or Cromwell's " accommodation resolution " ofy. So that even those books which to many others have
